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Message from the Presidentõs Desk   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS/DEADLINES 

Date Time Event Location 

July 7 1:00 pm Bimonthly meeting Briggs Library 

July 27 6:00 pm ANNUAL LOCKIN (pg. 3) Briggs Library 

Sept 1 1:00 pm Bi-monthly meeting Briggs Library 

Sept 1 Postmark   
by 

DEADLINE FOR LINE-
AGE APPLICATIONS 

See p. 8 
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     I have just become your new president of the Lawrence 
County Genealogical Society and would like to tell you a little 
about myself.  I live in Washington Court House, Ohio which 
is in Fayette County.  My husband Doug and I will soon be 
married 45 years and are the parents of two adult children, a 
son and a daughter.  We have a 10-year-old grandson who is 
the light of our lives.  I am a graduate of Miami Trace High 
School in Fayette County and hold two degrees from The 
Ohio State University, a Bachelorôs degree in Elementary and 
Middle-Aged Education and a Masterôs Degree in Special Ed-
ucation and Supervision. I taught special education for 23 
years and then worked as Labor Relations Consultant repre-
senting teachers and educational support staff for the Ohio 

Education Association for 14 years before retiring August 31,  2012.   
     I have since become active in genealogy, I also serve as secretary for the Fayette 
County Genealogical Society, and other civic and organizational groups including 
Altrusa, Delta Kappa Gamma, and League of Woman Voters.  You wonder why I 
am here in Lawrence County.  Well my maiden name ñMassieò which I use as part 
of my name is a clue.  My roots in Lawrence county on my paternal side run deep.  
My paternal grandparents James Hiram Massie 1872-1924 and Letha Adrian 
Spears Massie 1877-1938 were both born and raised in Lawrence county.  They did 
not move to Fayette County until after 1900.  Many generations of people with the 
names Massie, Spears, Wilson, Korn, and Kenney to name a few are my ancestors 
who lived and died in Lawrence County.  I hope to share some of their stories in fu-
ture issues and look forward to being your president. 
         Sincerely, 
Ed. Note:  See page  10 about Massie reunion   Cathy Massie White 
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Genealogical Society Officers  
  
 Cathy Massie White, President   
 (740) 333-7227 
 ReunionMassie@yahoo.com 
 
 Fran Ross Wheeler, Vice President 
 (740) 377-9521    
 franw@zoominternet.net  
 
 Carl Murdock, Treasurer  
 (740) 451-1305 
 cmurdock@hotmail.com   
 
 Ann Wise, Recording Secretary  
 (740) 377-2829   
  tfwise@zoominternet.net  
 
 Donald R. Clark, Corres. Secretary  
 (740) 886-6671 (h) (304) 521-3917 
 (cell)  
 Lawcoloreman@aol.com 
 
  Trustees:           
  Betty Knipp  
  Cecilia Forbush  
  David Bradley  
 
      ñññññññññññññññññ 
 Mary G. Wilson, Newsletter Editor  
 (505) 975-0685 
 T3Wilson@aol.com 

 
PHYLLIS HAMNER ROOM 
For Local History and Genealogy 
OPEN: Wednesday  and Thursday   10 am to 8 pm 

 Friday and Saturday  10 am to 5 pm 
            CLOSED Monday and Tuesday 
Briggs Lawrence County Public Library 

321 South 4th Street 
Ironton, Ohio 45638 
Ph. 740-532-1124    
FAX:  740-532-4948 

Email:  genealogy@briggslibrary.org  

 
HAVE A QUESTION OR GENEALOGY 
QUERY?  EMAIL US AT CONTACT@ 
LAWRENCEGENEALOGY.COM 
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In memoriamé.. 
 
       It was with tremendous sadness that we learned of the death of Betty Bur-
cham, one of the Founders of the Lawrence County Genealogical Society.  With 
gratitude to Betty for all she did for the Society over the last 34 years and with 
great fondness for her, we dedicate this issue of the Lore to her. 
 
      Margery ñBettyò Thomas Burcham died April 12, 2018 at  her home in Proc-
torville.    She is survived by her husband, Dale Burcham.  The couple, both of 

whom gave many years of public service to the 
county, was honored by the Lawrence County 
Commission on their 65th wedding anniversary 
by the Commission naming November 30, 2017 
as ñDale and Betty Burcham Day.ôò  Betty is also 
survived by her four children,  Stephen, Scott, 
Shawn and Margery and their families.  Betty was 
laid to rest at Highland Memorial Gardens, South 
Point. 
 
     Active with the lo-
cal James Lawrence 
DAR Chapter, Betty 
had among her many 
illustrious ancestors, 

Robert McCorkle (1760-1833), her gggggrandfather 
who is buried at Goodall Cemetery, Chesapeake.  In 
2013, Betty  and her family placed a marker on Rob-
ert McCorkleôs grave to honor his service in the Rev-
olutionary War.  For more details and pictures of this 
very special occasion see the Lore, Volume 30, No. 
2, 2013, available at http://www.lawrencegenealogy.org/newsletter-archives.    
       (Story continued on page 4) 

Photo by Carl Murdock who is the 
gggggrandson of Robert 
McCorkle. 

Dale and Betty  
(seated) Bur-
cham  at the 
2013 grave 
marking along 
with their fami-
ly and friends.  
(Cousin Carl 
Murdock is 
third from the 
right.) Picture 
from Lawco 
Lore 2013. 
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BETTY BURCHAMé.. Continued from page 2 
 
Betty served as Treasurer of the Lawco Genealogical Society for over 10 years.  
In addition, over the years she served on many committees of the Society and 
brought her love for the history of our Ohio Valley region to our members.  She 
was a member of the  First Families and Civil War lineage societies (see page 7 
for more details about the lineage societies).  Her First Family ancestors were: 
Edmond Brammer, Roland Brammer (1809-1882) and Catherine McCorkle (1813-
1859) who were Bettyôs ggggrandparents,  Mary Ann Lee, Augustine and Abner 
Smith and Elizabeth Johnson.  Her Civil War ancestor was Alexander Childers, 
Bettyôs maternal great grandfather. 
 
      We will all miss Betty and we can only do our very best to continue her spirit 
for preserving Lawrence County history. 
 
       By Mary G. Wilson 

IF YOU WERENõT AT THE MARCH MEETING,  YOU MISSED A GREAT SPEAKER 
éé  
Misti Spillman, the creator of a terrific cemetery tool kit which serves as a guide 
for people who want to restore cemeteries, spoke to us about the whole restora-
tion process.  Who knew it was so complex?  Well, yes, many of us did, but 

Mistiôs presentation helped break down 
the complexities and got us all on a path 
to better cemetery projects.  Subject in-
cluded in her lecture included:   Docu-
menting and Locating a Cemetery; Cre-
ating a Plan for Restoring a Cemetery 
and Basic Guideline; Safety Equipment; 
Site Cleaning Equipment; Stone Clean-
ing Supplies and Equipment; How to 
Clean Stones; Stone Repair and Reset-
ting Supplies; Mortar Mixes; Photo-
graphing the Cemetery and Reading 
Gravestones; Probing the Cemetery; 
Symbolism; and Obtaining a Grave-
stone for Veterans. 
Misti serves as a reference and liaison to 
numerous museums and historical socie-
ties throughout Ohio. She is also the 
business owner of Reviving Cemeteries, 
LLC and is currently the executive di-
rector for the Preble County Histori-
cal Society.   By Rebekah Thissen 


